TO  THE 


Council. 


Startforth  Rural  District 

Annual  Report,  1903. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I. 

I  have  very  much  pleasure  in  reporting  to  you  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  fall 
in  the  death-rate  during  the  year  1903. 

Only  33  Deaths  were  registered  from  my  portion  of  the  district,  namely,  12  less  than 
during  the  preceding  year,  giving  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of  12-40  per  1,000  inhabitants  as 
per  census  1901. 

The  Infantile  death-rate  was  also  reduced,  only  five  deaths  having  occurred  under 
the  age  of  one  year,  or  1-87  per  r,ooo  of  population.  Only  one  of  these  deaths  was  caused  by 
Bronchitis. 

_  v  v  / 

Twelve  deaths  were  registered  amongst  persons  over  65  years  of  age,  the  two  oldest 

being  a  male  and  female  aged  respectively  87  and  86  years. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  accounted  for  five  deaths,  giving  an  annual 
rate  only  of  1-87  per  1,000  inhabitants. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  one  death  only  was  ascribed  to  Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular 
Affections. 

Heart  Disease  accounted  for  five  deaths.  Of  these  three  occurred  over  the  age  of  65 

years. 

No  deaths  were  registered  from  Infectious  Disease. 

In  the  case  of  four  deaths  an  inquest  had  to  be  held  by  the  coroner,  resulting  in  a 
verdict  of  accidental  in  one  case  and  natural  causes  in  the  three  others. 

Sixty-nine  births  were  registered  during  the  year. 

II. 

The  rate  of  general  sickness  was  high  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  but,  after 
that,  it  decreased  very  much.  There  was  also,  I  am  pleased  to  report,  very  little  Infectious 
Disease  in  the  district,  only  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  reported  to  me  during  the 
year.  All,  moreover,  occurred  in  and  around  the  village  of  Bowes,  where  an  epidemic  of  this 
disease  had  broken  out  towards  the  end  of  the  preceding  year.  Besides  this  there  was  a  slight 
epidemic  of  Chicken-pox  in  the  village  of  Barningham  and  of  Mumps  in  Bowes  and  Lartington. 

Probably  owing  to  the  unusual  cold  and  wet  prevalent  during  the  late  summer  and 
early  autumn  months  there  were  very  few  cases  of  Diarrhoea,  especially  amongst  children  in 
the  district. 

III. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has  been  fairly  good,  and  has  undergone  careful 
and  efficient  inspection.  Several  improvements  have  been  made  in  connection  with  farm 
buildings  and  sanitary  requirements  of  small  houses. 

With  regard  to  water  supply,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  scheme  for  the  village  of 
Bowes  has  at  last  been  carried  out,  and  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  district. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  undergone  inspection  and  were  found  satisfactory. 

There  is  only  one  factory  in  the  district,  namely,  a  thread  mill,  at  Bridge  End, 
Startforth.  I  have  frequently  visited  it  and  found  all  sanitary  arrangements  in  good  order. 

The  water  supply  of  West  Middleton  Farm  is  very  bad,  and  was  the  cause  of  illness 
of  the  tenants.  A  new  well  was  commenced  to  the  same  several  months  ago,  but  so  far  no 

progress  has  been  made. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  H.  SEVIER,  M.B. 


W.  R.  ATKINSON,  PRINTER,  MARKET  PEACE,  BARNARD  CASTEE. 
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